® AcCTIVE READING
‘ What is “Close Reading?”
o
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WHAT IS ACTIVE READING?

Read texts you encounter to understand and evaluate.
Be willing to let that text open your mind and change
preconcelved 1deas.

Stretch your limits! If you only read relatively easy
texts, you will only find entertainment. Put some
SUBSTANCE in your reading diet! “To write well- to
express your 1deas efficiently and clearly- you need to
observe how others do it.”

Don’t just use good writing as a model; “hold [that]
writing up to the light.” Critically evaluate what
works and what doesn’t work.

Be ready and willing to have a conversation with the
author. All writing is only the beginning of a
conversation. Argue. Challenge. Defend. Connect.
Answer.



READ WITH A PENCIL IN HAND (AND POST-
IT NOTES IF IT’S NOT YOUR BOOK!)

Annotate! Why Not a Highlighter???

Underline important
passages

Circle words you haven’t
heard of

Scribble furious rants in
the margin

Jot down questions
about content or writing
strategy

Use exclamation marks,

question marks, arrows,
and Xs

It’s like the waiting-for-
the-movie version of
annotating. Passive!

You can 1dentify chunks
of text, but you can’t
note why they are
1mportant.

You end up with multi-

colored, fluorescent text, _
but you can’t remember

your actual thoughts P
when you were readmg
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A CHECKLIST FOR ANNOTATING

As you read, consider marking or
taking notes on the following:

Main topics
Secondary topics
Main points
Supporting points

Examples, evidence, or other
support

Ideas or ways of saying things
that you like

o Ideas or ways of saying things
that you don’t like

o Ideas you want to think more
about later

o References or words with which
you are not familiar
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They were new patients to me, all [ had was the name, Olson. Please
come down as soon as you can, my daughter is very sick. When Larrived I was
met by the mother, a big startled looking woman, very clean and apologetic V&
who merely said, Is this the doctor? and let me in. In the back, she added. You A
must excuse us, doctor, we have her in the kitchen where itis warm. [tisvery ¢
damp here sometimes. o
The c¢hild was fully dressed and sitting on her father’s lap near the
kitchen table. He tried Lo get up, but Emotioned for him not to bother, took off
7/ my overcoatand started to look things over. [ could see that they were all very
Nervous, eveing me up and down distrustfully. As often, in such c
_\,(sté&n-;,tcjlif_'sjyg more. llmmg),-_had_m{it{s uptometo tell them; that's
‘\ why they were spending three dollars on me=—~{ ke & focro . 7
The child was fairly eating me up with her cold, steady eyes, and no
expression to her face whatever. Sh/e.did not move and seemed, inwardly,
quiet; an unusually attractive little thing.Jand as steong .xs:'a_hgf_cihp appear- N IAL
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ance. But her face was flushed, she was breathing rapidly, and I realized that  "W#%°
she had a high fever. She had magnificent blonde haiy/in profusion. One of ;.

those picture children often reproduced inadvertising {eaflets and the pho- | S
togravure sections of the Sunday papers. _STereotype. 15 cde A Reeson foltim

She’s had a fever for three days, began the father and we don’t know 7
what it comes from. My wife has given her things, you know, like people do,
but it don’t do no good. And there’s been a iptof sickness around. So we tho't
you'd better look her over and tell 7“}}\:}\:!2 s the matter.

As doctors often do I took a trial shot at it as a point of departure. Has
she had a sore throat? )

Both parents answered me together, No . . . No, she says her throat don’t
hurt her.

Does your throat hurt you? added the mother to the child. But the littic
girl’s expression didn’t change nor did she move her eyes from my face.

Have you looked?

I tried to, said the mother, but I couldn’t see. O

As it happens we had been having a number of cases of diphtheria in the
school to which this child went during that month and we were all, quite ~
apparently, thinking of that, though no one had as yet spoken of the thing. P

TR i Well, I said, suppose we take a look at the throat first. I smiled in my best |
t £ professional manner and asking for the child’s first name | said, come on,
Mathilda, open your mouth and let’s take a look at your throat.

Nothing doing. V57

Aw, come on, [ coaxed, just open your mouth wide and let me take a
look. Look, I said opening both hands wide, I haven’t anything in my hands.

Just open up and let me see.
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